Special Forces: Day Thirty-four
Intermediate Training: Unit Two

Mission Preparation
Understanding the Task

Mission: At 150335Z Mar ODA-315 will infiltrate operational area Tiger, move to the selected
target, a communications facility located at 32TUT31957328 and destroy both the main radio
transmitters and the broadcast antenna tower. Target will be destroyed no earlier than 180200Z
Mar but not later than 180400Z Mar.

A typical Special Forces mission statement; brief, concise and leaving no doubt what the
detachment was tasked to accomplish and when the objective had to be hit. The actual mission
preparation would include planning the infiltration, movement to and reconnaissance of the
target, detailed assault plans and exfiltration method. The operation would require detailed
infiltration and exfiltration planning, logistical and communications support, extensive rehearsal
of actions at the objective and significant staff and logistical support. The detachment would
have to brief the unit commander in order to demonstrate their readiness to execute the mission.
When the commander was satisfied they were prepared for success, they would launch.

No matter how extensive the preparations or how difficult the task, one thing was always certain.
The mission statement was clear, leaving absolutely no doubt what had to be accomplished and
when. We also knew instinctively that our small but important mission was a tiny piece of a
bigger puzzle; essential to the master plan.

If only God would be so brief and concise with His mission statements to us! | don't know about
you, but I cannot remember ever receiving an audible or written order from God to share the
Gospel with this person or that person, to join a particular Christian organization, or to
accomplish any specific task. But that doesn't mean that we don't hear from God or receive clear
guidance concerning how we are to live and even how we can serve Him in specific ways as we
travel down the path of life with Him. God has spoken very clearly in His word, the Bible,
through the very circumstances in our lives and He deals with our hearts.

Key Verse:

Then 1 said, “I will not make mention of Him, nor speak anymore in His name.” But His word
was in my heart like a burning fire shut up in my bones; | was weary of holding it back, and |
could not. Jeremiah 20:9 (NKJV)

One of God's Old Testament prophets, Jeremiah, was the object of mocking and derision when
he carried God's message to the nation of Judah. At one point Jeremiah became weary of
delivering an unpopular message, but God's word burned so strongly in his heart, Jeremiah could
not hold it back!

""For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard."" Acts 4:20 (NKJV)

When the disciples Peter and John were commanded to stop speaking about Jesus their reply to
the authorities was that they could not help but tell of the things they had seen and heard. They
were so excited about their experiences with Jesus that they couldn't keep quiet about it!




Both Jeremiah and the disciples had heard from God. Jeremiah was given a mission to carry an
unpopular message to a nation. The disciples had actually experienced Jesus; they walked with
Him, talked with Him, watched Him minister to ordinary folks like you and me, and learned
from Him. The result was such a burning desire to share what they had seen and heard that no
authority, arrest or jail time could stop them! While Jeremiah had a specific mission to a specific
location with a prophetic mission, the disciples simply spoke of what they had seen and heard -
they shared their experiences with Jesus with others.

While we may never hear an audible word from God or receive a specific mission
statement or operations order, He speaks to us through his Word and touches our hearts.
When God speaks to our hearts, the result should be simple obedience.

Two short examples:

“I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me." John
14:6 (NKJV)

A person might read this, acknowledge divine truth and suddenly think of a friend that has not
discovered this truth. There is a heartfelt desire to somehow share that truth. Desire turns to
prayer for an open door to present the Gospel and a receptive heart for God's message of
Salvation. God answers prayer and schedules a 'divine appointment' to share the Gospel with a
friend, a neighbor, or maybe a total stranger. A seed is planted and another soul is ushered into
the Kingdom!

"And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.”" John 12:32 (KJV)

A person reading the Bible would learn that Jesus was speaking of His crucifixion. If this old
soldier happened to be that person and, at the same time, he was also seeking guidance for
spreading the gospel there might be a heartfelt urging to allow Jesus to be 'lifted up’ or
demonstrated by letting His love and grace shine through my life to others. And if I 'lift up’ Jesus
with my life, He will draw others to Himself. Not a specific task, but a principle for living from
God's heart to mine. The desire of the heart becomes to learn how to let the light of God shine
through one's life. The practical application might be increased devotion to God's word, study
and discipleship to become a more effective soldier of the Kingdom.

So What?

God might not issue such detailed specific orders to carry out missions for His kingdom, but He
never leaves us without a purpose in His Kingdom. If the object of our salvation was just to
make it to heaven when we die (fire insurance), why are we still here? Could it be that since we
are still knocking around this old planet that we have been left down here for some divine
purpose?

The manner of service, the specific work we do for Him might be described as a matter between
the heart of a perfect and holy God and the hearts of imperfect humans. Our immediate task is to
yield to His will and become available. Furthermore, God will never send us on a mission that
He cannot handle, nor will He neglect our preparation for the task.

You might be reading these words as a new believer; you might be a seasoned soldier; you might
be in one of God's training camps and eager for the day of God's calling for a specific mission.
You might have an inner compelling to serve God in some specific way and at the same time
wonder why God would choose you. Regardless of where you are in your spiritual walk, know



that you have been chosen for service. If you wonder why God would choose you, be encouraged
by a bit of wisdom from Oswald Chambers:

"We say, 'It seems out of all proportion that God should choose me - | am of no value'; the
reason He chooses us is that we are not of any value. It is not a question of our equipment, but of
our poverty; not what we bring with us, but what He puts in us; not our natural virtues, our
strength of character, our knowledge, our experience; all that is of no avail in this matter; the
only thing that is of avail in us is that we are taken up into the big compelling of God and made
His comrade."

The big question: Are you available?

If your answer is "Yes", there will be more opportunities for 'divine appointments’ and service
than you can imagine! Trust me!



