
health and growth.  The Bi-
ble says: 

And let us not ne-
glect our meeting 
together, as some 
people do, but en-
courage one an-
other, especially 
now that the day of 
His return is draw-
ing near. (Hebrews 
10:25 NLT) 

4.  Witnessing 

Witnessing means sharing 
with others what has hap-
pened to you.  It is our testi-
mony of the wonderful 
“Good News” of Jesus 
Christ that has given us for-
giveness of our sins and 
brought us into a right rela-
tionship with Him.  Many of 
the Bible verses that follow 
will assist you in sharing your 
faith with others. 

For I am not 
ashamed of this 
Good News about 
Christ.  It is the 
power of God at 
work, saving every-
one who believes—
the Jew first and 
also the Gentile.  
This Good News 
tells us how God 
makes us right in 
His sight.  This is 
accomplished from 
start to finish by 
faith.  As the Scrip-
tures say, “It is 
through faith that a 
righteous person 
has life.”  (Romans 
1:16-17 NLT) 

 

Surrendering your life to 
Jesus Christ the Lord is only 
the beginning of the Chris-
tian life.  There is more,  as 
Romans 5:10 tells us: 

For since our 
friendship with God 
was restored by the 
death of His Son 
while we were still 
His enemies, we will 
certainly be saved 
through the life of 
His Son.  (NLT) 

When you were born into 
this world you were an in-
fant with an infant’s body and 
an infant’s understanding.  
When you began your new 
life in Christ, the Bible tells 
us that you are a spiritual 
infant and must grow simi-
larly each day as you walk 
with Christ. 

In the following you will 
find the four spiritual food 
groups to help you grow: 

1.  Bible Study 

You physical body could 
not be healthy and grow as it 
should without the proper 
nourishment.  It is the same 
with your Christian life.  
Christ Himself said: 

The Scriptures say, 
‘People do not live 
by bread alone, but 
by every word that 
comes from the 
mouth of God.’ 
(Matthew 4:4 NLT) 

2.  Christian Prayer 

Noah Webster defines 
prayer as follows: 

In worship, a solemn 
address to the Supreme 

Being, consisting of ado-
ration, or an expression 
of our sense of God's 
glorious perfections, con-
fession of our sins, sup-
plication for mercy and 
forgiveness, intercession 
for blessings on others, 
and thanksgiving, or an 
expression of gratitude 
to God for his mercies 
and benefits. 

In a real and practical 
sense, it is having a personal 
conversation with your Sav-
ior and Lord.  Prayer devel-
ops joy and hope in our eve-
ryday lives.  It fosters inti-
macy in our relationship with 
Christ. 

Don’t worry about 
anything; instead, 
pray about every-
thing.  Tell God 
what you need, and 
thank Him for all 
He has done.    
Then you will ex-
perience God's 
peace, which ex-
ceeds anything we 
can understand. His 
peace will guard 
your hearts and 
minds as you live in 
C h r i s t  J e s u s . 
(Philippians 4:6-7 
NLT) 

3.  Church 

When you received Christ 
as Savior and Lord, you were 
adopted into His family.  
That is why it is important 
that you become part of a 
local body of believers (the 
Church) so that you may 
receive the love and support 
necessary for your continued 
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As You Begin 

Start your time in the Word with 
prayer!  It is the Holy Spirit that will 
“guide you into all truth.” 

When the Spirit of truth 
comes, He will guide you 
into all truth.  He will not 
speak on His own but will 
tell you what He has heard.  
He will tell you about the 
future. (John 16:13 NLT) 

You have a new life in Christ!  The 
purpose of this new life is that we 
might grow according to His plan. 

This means that anyone who 
belongs to Christ has be-
come a new person. The old 
life is gone; a new life has 
begun! (2 Corinthians 5:17 
NLT) 

This is the brand new you!   Not a 
remodeled old self but  a new crea-
tion!  As you follow the Lord Jesus 
Christ in this new life you will find it 
both exciting and rewarding. 

The New Happening 

As you begin your study, read the 
following passages: 

One day as Jesus was walk-
ing along the shore of the 
Sea of Galilee, He saw two 
brothers—Simon, also called 
Peter,  and Andrew—
throwing a net into the wa-
ter, for they fished for a liv-
ing.  Jesus called out to 
them, “Come, follow Me, 
and I will show you how to 
fish for people!”  And they 
left their nets at once and 
followed Him.  A little far-
ther up the shore He saw 
two other brothers, James 
and John, sitting in a boat 
with their father, Zebedee, 
repairing their nets.  And He 
called them to come, too.  
They immediately followed 
Him, leaving the boat and 
t h e i r  f a t h e r  b e h in d .  
(Matthew 4:18-22 NLT) 

As they were walking along, 
someone said to Jesus, “I 
will follow You wherever 
You go.”  But Jesus replied, 

“Foxes have dens to live in, 
and birds have nests, but the 
Son of Man has no place 
even to lay His head.” He 
said to another person, 
“Come, follow Me.”  The 
man agreed, but he said, 
“Lord, first let me return 
home and bury my father.” 
But Jesus told him, “Let the 
spiritually dead bury their 
own dead! Your duty is to go 
and preach about the King-
dom of God.”  Another said, 
“Yes, Lord, I will follow You, 
but first let me say good-bye 
to my family.”  But Jesus 
told him, “Anyone who puts 
a hand to the plow and then 
looks back is not fit for the 
Kingdom of God.” (Luke 
9:57-62 NLT) 

His disciples didn’t under-
stand at the time that this 
was a fulfillment of proph-
ecy.  But after Jesus entered 
into His glory, they remem-
bered what had happened 
and realized that these 
things had been written 
about Him.  Many in the 
crowd had seen Jesus call 
Lazarus from the tomb, rais-
ing Him from the dead, and 
they were telling others 
about it.  That was the rea-
son so many went out to 
meet Him—because they 
had heard about this miracu-
lous sign.  Then the Phari-
sees said to each other, 
“There’s nothing we can do.  
Look, everyone has gone 
after Him!”  Some Greeks 
who had come to Jerusalem 
for the Passover celebration 
paid a visit to Philip, who 
was from Bethsaida in Gali-
lee.  They said, “Sir, we 
want to meet Jesus.”  Philip 
told Andrew about it, and 
they went together to ask 
Jesus. Jesus replied, “Now 
the time has come for the 
Son of Man to enter into His 
glory.  I tell you the truth, 
unless a kernel of wheat is 
planted in the soil and dies, 

it remains alone.  But its 
death will produce many 
new kernels—a plentiful har-
vest of new lives.  Those who 
love their life in this world 
will lose it.   Those who care 
nothing for their life in this 
world will keep it for eter-
nity.   Anyone who wants to 
be My disciple must follow 
Me, because My servants 
must be where I am.  And 
the Father will honor anyone 
who serves Me.  (John 12:16-
26 NLT) 

So I say, let the Holy Spirit 
guide your lives.  Then you 
won’t be doing what your 
sinful nature craves.  The 
sinful nature wants to do 
evil, which is just the oppo-
site of what the Spirit wants.  
And the Spirit gives us de-
sires that are the opposite of 
what the sinful nature de-
sires.  These two forces are 
constantly fighting each 
other, so you are not free to 
carry out your good inten-
tions.  But when you are di-
rected by the Spirit, you are 
not under obligation to the 
law of Moses.  When you 
follow the desires of your 
sinful nature, the results are 
very clear: sexual immoral-
ity, impurity, lustful pleas-
ures, idolatry, sorcery, hos-
tility, quarreling, jealousy, 
outbursts of anger, selfish 
ambition, dissension, divi-
sion, envy, drunkenness, wild 
parties, and other sins like 
these.  Let me tell you again, 
as I have before, that anyone 
living that sort of life will not 
inherit the Kingdom of God.  
But the Holy Spirit produces 
this kind of fruit in our lives: 
love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithful-
ness, gentleness, and self-
control.  There is no law 
against these things!  Those 
who belong to Christ Jesus 
have nailed the passions and 
desires of their sinful nature 
to His cross and crucified 
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them there.   Since we are 
living by the Spirit, let us 
follow the Spirit's leading in 
every part of our lives.  Let 
us not become conceited, or 
provoke one another, or be 
jealous of one another.  
(Galatians 5:16-26 NLT) 

Whatever happens, my dear 
brothers and sisters, rejoice 
in the Lord.  I never get 
tired of telling you these 
things, and I do it to safe-
guard your faith.  Watch out 
for those dogs, those people 
who do evil, those mutila-
tors who say you must be 
circumcised to be saved.  
For we who worship by the 
Spirit of God are the ones 
who are truly circumcised.  
We rely on what Christ Je-
sus has done for us.  We put 
no confidence in human ef-

fort, though I could have 
confidence in my own effort 
if anyone could.  Indeed, if 
others have reason for confi-
dence in their own efforts, I 
have even more!  I was cir-
cumcised when I was eight 
days old. I am a pure-
blooded citizen of Israel and 
a member of the tribe of 
Benjamin—a real Hebrew if 
there ever was one!  I was a 
member of the Pharisees, 
who demand the strictest 
obedience to the Jewish law.  
I was so zealous that I 
harshly persecuted the 
church.  And as for right-
eousness, I obeyed the law 
without fault. I once thought 
these things were valuable, 
but now I consider them 
worthless because of what 
Christ has done.  Yes, every-

thing else is worthless when 
compared with the infinite 
value of knowing Christ Je-
sus my Lord.  For His sake I 
have discarded everything 
else, counting it all as gar-
bage, so that I could gain 
Christ and become one with 
Him.  I no longer count on 
my own righteousness 
through obeying the law; 
rather, I become righteous 
through faith in Christ. For 
God’s way of making us right 
with Himself depends on 
faith.  I want to know Christ 
and experience the mighty 
power that raised Him from 
the dead.  I want to suffer 
with Him, sharing in His 
death, so that one way or 
another I will experience the 
resurrection from the dead!  
(Philippians 3:1-11 NLT) 

believe in your heart that 
God raised Him from the 
dead, you will be saved.  For 
it is by believing in your 
heart that you are made 
right with God, and it is by 
confessing with your mouth 
that  you are saved.  
(Romans 10:9-10 NLT) 

4. What has happened to my old 
desires? 

We know that our old sinful 
selves were crucified with 
Christ so that sin might lose 
its power in our lives.  We 
are no longer slaves to sin.  
For when we died with 
Christ we were set free from 
the power of sin.  And since 
we died with Christ, we 
know we will also live with 
Him.  We are sure of this 
because Christ was raised 
from the dead, and He will 
never die again.  Death no 
longer has any power over 
Him.  When He died, He 
died once to break the 
power of sin.  But now that 

1. What kind of life does Jesus give 
to those who trust Him? 

The thief's purpose is to 
steal and kill and destroy.  
My purpose is to give them a 
rich and satisfying life.…   I 
give them eternal life, and 
they will never perish.  No 
one can snatch them away 
from Me, (John 10:10, 28 
NLT) 

2. How did Jesus save you? 

The law of Moses was unable 
to save us because of the 
weakness of our sinful na-
ture.  So God did what the 
law could not do.  He sent 
His own Son in a body like 
the bodies we sinners have.  
And in that body God de-
clared an end to sin’s control 
over us by giving His Son as 
a sacrifice for our sins.  
(Romans 8:3 NLT) 

3. How do I confirm my own salva-
tion? 

If you confess with your 
mouth that Jesus is Lord and 

He lives, He lives for the 
glory of God.  So you also 
should consider yourselves 
to be dead to the power of 
sin and alive to God through 
Christ Jesus.  Do not let sin 
control the way you live; do 
not give in to sinful desires.  
Do not let any part of your 
body become an instrument 
of evil to serve sin.  Instead, 
give yourselves completely 
to God, for you were dead, 
but now you have new life.  
So use your whole body as 
an instrument to do what is 
right for the glory of God.  
Sin is no longer your master, 
for you no longer live under 
the requirements of the law.  
Instead, you live under the 
freedom of God's grace.  
(Romans 6:6-14 NLT) 

5. What must happen for a person 
to both “see” and be able to 
“enter” the kingdom of heaven? 

Jesus replied, “I tell you the 
truth, unless you are born 
again, you cannot see the 
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n’t love Me will not obey Me.  
And remember, My words 
are not My own.  What I am 
telling you is from the Fa-
ther who sent Me.”  (John 
14:21-24 NLT) 

7. What are some ways I can show 
others God's love? 

We know what real love is 
because Jesus gave up His 
life for us.  So we also ought 
to give up our lives for our 
brothers and sisters.  If 
someone has enough money 
to live well and sees a 
brother or sister in need but 
shows no compassion—how 
can God’s love be in that 
person?  (1 John 3:16-17 
NLT) 

8. As the Holy Spirit has full control 
in my life, what can I expect to 
see? 

But the Holy Spirit produces 
this kind of fruit in our lives: 
love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithful-
ness, gentleness, and self-
control.  There is no law 

Kingdom of God.…I assure 
you, no one can enter the 
Kingdom of God without 
being born of water and the 
Spirit.…So don't be sur-
prised when I say, ‘You must 
be born again.’”  (John 3:3, 5, 
7 NLT) 

6. How can I show the Lord that I 
love Him? 

“Those who accept My com-
mandments and obey them 
are the ones who love Me.  
And because they love Me, 
My Father will love them.  
And I will love them and re-
veal Myself to each of 
them.”  Judas (not Judas 
Iscariot, but the other disci-
ple with that name) said to 
Him, “Lord, why are You 
going to reveal Yourself only 
to us and not to the world at 
large?” Jesus replied, “All 
who love Me will do what I 
say.  My Father will love 
them, and We will come and 
make Our home with each 
of them.  Anyone who does-

against  these th ings !  
(Galatians 5:22-23 NLT) 

9. Is there any way to heaven be-
sides Jesus? 

Jesus told him, “I am the 
way, the truth, and the life.  
No one can come to the Fa-
ther  except  through 
Me.”   (John 14:6 NLT) 

10.  What will separate you from the 
love of God? 

And I am convinced that 
nothing can ever separate us 
from God’s love.  Neither 
death nor life, neither angels 
nor demons, neither our 
fears for today nor our wor-
ries about tomorrow—not 
even the powers of hell can 
separate us from God's love.  
No power in the sky above 
or in the earth below—
indeed, nothing in all crea-
tion will ever be able to 
separate us from the love of 
God that is revealed in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.  
(Romans 8:38-39 NLT) 

Study Questions Continued 

To Win...To Disciple...To Equip...To Win 

also heard the truth, the 
Good News that God saves 
you.  And when you believed 
in Christ, He identified you 
as His own by giving you the 
Holy Spirit, whom He prom-
ised long ago. (Ephesians 
1:13 NLT) 

Memorize the following verse: 

Don’t worry about anything; 
instead, pray about every-
thing.  Tell God what you 
need, and thank Him for all 
He has done.  Then you will 
experience God’s peace, 
which exceeds anything we 
can understand.  His peace 
will guard your hearts and 
minds as you live in Christ 
Jesus.  (Philippians 4:6-7 
NLT) 

 

Meditate on (think about) the follow-
ing verses: 

For God loved the world so 
much that He gave His one 
and only Son, so that every-
one who believes in Him will 
not perish but have eternal 
life.  (John 3:16 NLT) 

But you belong to God, my 
dear children. You have al-
ready won a victory over 
those people, because the 
Spirit who lives in you is 
greater than the spirit who 
lives in the world.  (1 John 
4:4 NLT) 

But God showed His great 
love for us by sending Christ 
to die for us while we were 
still sinners.  (Romans 5:8 
NLT) 

And now you Gentiles have 
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liberty to be what you are with 
the hope of becoming what you 
were meant to be. (Growing 
with Christ, Douglas Beyer). 

The Reader’s Digest section 
entitled “Pardon, Your Slip is 
Showing,” quotes a church an-
nouncement:  “Spiritual growth 
has been postponed until Sep-
tember.”  Perhaps a case of too 
much information?  How about 
you?  Are you postponing your 
spiritual growth? 

There is much more 
we would like to say 
about this, but it is 
difficult to explain, 
especially since you 
are spiritually dull and 
don’t seem to listen.  
You have been believ-
ers so long now that 
you ought to be 
teaching others. In-
stead, you need some-
one to teach you 
again the basic things 
about God's word.  
You are like babies 
who need milk and 
cannot eat solid food.  
For someone who 
lives on milk is still an 
infant and doesn’t 
know how to do what 
is right.  Solid food is 
for those who are ma-
ture, who through 
training have the skill 
to recognize the dif-
ference between right 
and wrong.  (Hebrews 
5:11-14 NLT) 

In the following quote from 
the Epistle of Second Peter, we 
find not only God’s provision 
for Christian growth set forth 
but His definition: 

By His divine power, 
God has given us eve-
rything we need for 
living a godly life.  We 
have received all of 
this by coming to 
know Him, the One 
who called us to Him-
self by means of His 
marvelous glory and 
excellence. And be-
cause of His glory and 
excellence, He has 
given us great and 
precious promises.  
These are the prom-
ises that enable you to 
share His divine na-
ture and escape the 
world’s corruption 
caused by human de-
sires.  In view of all 
this, make every ef-
fort to respond to 
God’s promises. Sup-
plement your faith 
with a generous provi-
sion of moral excel-
lence, and moral ex-
cellence with knowl-
edge, and knowledge 
with self-control, and 
self-control with pa-
tient endurance, and 
patient endurance 
with godliness, and 
godliness with broth-
erly affection, and 

brotherly affection 
with love for every-
one.  The more you 
grow like this, the 
more productive and 
useful you will be in 
your knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. But 
those who fail to de-
velop in this way are 
shortsighted or blind, 
forgetting that they 
have been cleansed 
from their old sins.  
So, dear brothers and 
sisters, work hard to 
prove that you really 
are among those God 
has called and chosen.  
Do these things, and 
you will never fall 
away.  Then God will 
give you a grand en-
trance into the eter-
nal Kingdom of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.  (2 Peter 1:3-
11 NLT) 

Therefore, growing in Christ 
is in part knowing about Him 
and more importantly, knowing 
Him!  Growth is the fruit of 
this miraculous relationship!  
As with all relationships, it re-
quires time and effort.  We 
have to choose to push aside 
the things of this world in or-
der to make time to spend with 
Christ.  To do otherwise is to 
perish from utter starvation. 

“Christ does not intend that 
you be saved, sanctified, and 
petrified.”  He gives you the 
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As You Begin 

Start your time in the Word with 
prayer!  Ask God to give you His wis-
dom as you study through this lesson. 

If you need wisdom, ask our 
generous God, and He will 
give it to you.  He will not 
rebuke you for asking.  
(James 1:5 NLT) 

Remember, it is the Holy Spirit that 
will “guide you into all truth.” 

When the Spirit of truth 
comes, He will guide you 
into all truth.  He will not 
speak on His own but will 
tell you what He has heard.  
He will tell you about the 
future. (John 16:13 NLT) 

The New Happening 

As you begin your study, read the 
following passages: 

I am the true grapevine, and 
My Father is the gardener.  
He cuts off every branch of 
Mine that doesn’t produce 
fruit, and He prunes the 
branches that do bear fruit 
so they will produce even 
more.  You have already 
been pruned and purified by 
the message I have given 
you.  Remain in Me, and I 
will remain in you.  For a 
branch cannot produce fruit 
if it is severed from the vine, 
and you cannot be fruitful 
unless you remain in Me.  
Yes, I am the vine; you are 
the branches.  Those who 
remain in Me, and I in them, 
will produce much fruit.  For 
apart from Me you can do 
nothing.  Anyone who does 
not remain in Me is thrown 
away like a useless branch 
and withers.  Such branches 
are gathered into a pile to 
be burned.  But if you re-
main in Me and My words 
remain in you, you may ask 
for anything you want, and it 
will be granted!  When you 
produce much fruit, you are 
My true disciples.  This 
brings great glory to My Fa-

ther.  I have loved you even 
as the Father has loved Me.  
Remain in My love.  When 
you obey My command-
ments, you remain in My 
love, just as I obey My Fa-
ther’s commandments and 
remain in His love.  I have 
told you these things so that 
you will be filled with My joy.  
Yes, your joy will overflow!  
(John 15:1-11 NLT) 

I have told you these things 
so that you won’t abandon 
your faith.  For you will be 
expelled from the syna-
gogues, and the time is com-
ing when those who kill you 
will think they are doing a 
holy service for God.  This is 
because they have never 
known the Father or Me.  
Yes, I’m telling you these 
things now, so that when 
they happen, you will re-
member My warning.  I did-
n’t tell you earlier because I 
was going to be with you for 
a while longer.  But now I 
am going away to the One 
who sent Me, and not one of 
you is asking where I am go-
ing.  Instead, you grieve be-
cause of what I’ve told you.  
But in fact, it is best for you 
that I go away, because if I 
don't, the Advocate won’t 
come.  If I do go away, then I 
will send Him to you.  And 
when He comes, He will 
convict the world of its sin, 
and of God’s righteousness, 
and of the coming judgment.  
The world’s sin is that it re-
fuses to believe in Me.  
Righteousness is available 
because I go to the Father, 
and you will see Me no 
more.  Judgment will come 
because the ruler of this 
world has already been 
judged.  There is so much 
more I want to tell you, but 
you can't bear it now.  When 
the Spirit of truth comes, He 
will guide you into all truth.  
He will not speak on His 
own but will tell you what 

He has heard.  He will tell 
you about the future.  He 
will bring Me glory by telling 
you whatever He receives 
from Me.  (John 16:1-14 
NLT) 

And so, dear brothers and 
sisters, I plead with you to 
give your bodies to God be-
cause of all He has done for 
you.  Let them be a living 
and holy sacrifice—the kind 
He will find acceptable.  This 
is truly the way to worship 
Him.  Don’t copy the behav-
ior and customs of this 
world, but let God trans-
form you into a new person 
by changing the way you 
think.  Then you will learn to 
know God's will for you, 
which is good and pleasing 
and perfect.  Because of the 
privilege and authority God 
has given me, I give each of 
you this warning:  Don’t 
think you are better than 
you really are.  Be honest in 
your evaluation of your-
selves, measuring yourselves 
by the faith God has given 
us.  Just as our bodies have 
many parts and each part 
has a special function, so it is 
with Christ's body.  We are 
many parts of one body, and 
we all belong to each other.  
In His grace, God has given 
us different gifts for doing 
certain things well.  So if 
God has given you the ability 
to prophesy, speak out with 
as much faith as God has 
given you.  If your gift is 
serving others, serve them 
well.  If you are a teacher, 
teach well.  If your gift is to 
encourage others, be en-
couraging.  If it is giving, give 
generously.  If God has given 
you leadership ability, take 
the responsibility seriously.  
And if you have a gift for 
showing kindness to others, 
do it gladly.  Don’t just pre-
tend to love others.  Really 
love them.  Hate what is 
wrong.  Hold tightly to what 
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is good.  Love each other 
with genuine affection, and 
take delight in honoring 
each other.  Never be lazy, 
but work hard and serve the 
Lord enthusiastically.  Re-
joice in our confident hope.  
Be patient in trouble, and 
keep on praying.  (Romans 
12:1-12 NLT) 

Now these are the gifts 
Christ gave to the church:  
the apostles, the prophets, 
the evangelists, and the pas-
tors and teachers.  Their 
responsibility is to equip 
God’s people to do His work 
and build up the church, the 
body of Christ.  This will 
continue until we all come 
to such unity in our faith and 
knowledge of God’s Son that 
we will be mature in the 
Lord, measuring up to the 
full and complete standard 
of Christ.  Then we will no 
longer be immature like 
children.  We won't be 
tossed and blown about by 
every wind of new teaching.  
We will not be influenced 
when people try to trick us 
with lies so clever they 
sound like the truth. Instead, 
we will speak the truth in 
love, growing in every way 
more and more like Christ, 
who is the head of His body, 
the church.  He makes the 
whole body fit together per-
fectly.  As each part does its 
own special work, it helps 
the other parts grow, so that 
the whole body is healthy 
and growing and full of love.  
With the Lord's authority I 
say this:  Live no longer as 
the Gentiles do, for they are 
hopelessly confused.  Their 
minds are full of darkness; 
they wander far from the life 
God gives because they have 
closed their minds and hard-
ened their hearts against 
Him.  They have no sense of 
shame.  They live for lustful 
pleasure and eagerly prac-
tice every kind of impurity.  

But that isn’t what you 
learned about Christ.  Since 
you have heard about Jesus 
and have learned the truth 
that comes from Him, throw 
off your old sinful nature and 
your former way of life, 
which is corrupted by lust 
and deception.  Instead, let 
the Spirit renew your 
thoughts and attitudes.  Put 
on your new nature, created 
to be like God—truly right-
eous and holy.  So stop tell-
ing lies. Let us tell our 
neighbors the truth, for we 
are all parts of the same 
body.  And “don't sin by let-
ting anger control you.”  
Don’t let the sun go down 
while you are still angry, for 
anger gives a foothold to the 
devil.  If you are a thief, quit 
stealing.  Instead, use your 
hands for good hard work, 
and then give generously to 
others in need.  Don’t use 
foul or abusive language.  
Let everything you say be 
good and helpful, so that 
your words will be an en-
couragement to those who 
hear them.  And do not 
bring sorrow to God’s Holy 
Spirit by the way you live.  
Remember, He has identi-
fied you as His own, guaran-
teeing that you will be saved 
on the day of redemption.  
Get rid of all bitterness, 
rage, anger, harsh words, 
and slander, as well as all 
types of evil behavior.  In-
stead, be kind to each other, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, just as God through 
Christ has forgiven you.  
(Ephesians 4:11-32 NLT) 

I don’t mean to say that I 
have already achieved these 
things or that I have already 
reached perfection.  But I 
press on to possess that per-
fection for which Christ Je-
sus first possessed me.  No, 
dear brothers and sisters, I 
have not achieved it, but I 
focus on this one thing:  For-

getting the past and looking 
forward to what lies ahead, I 
press on to reach the end of 
the race and receive the 
heavenly prize for which 
God, through Christ Jesus, is 
calling us.  Let all who are 
spiritually mature agree on 
these things.  If you disagree 
on some point, I believe God 
will make it plain to you.  
But we must hold on to the 
progress we have already 
made.  Dear brothers and 
sisters, pattern your lives 
after mine, and learn from 
those who follow our exam-
ple.  For I have told you of-
ten before, and I say it again 
with tears in my eyes, that 
there are many whose con-
duct shows they are really 
enemies of the cross of 
Christ.  They are headed for 
destruction.  Their god is 
their appetite, they brag 
about shameful things, and 
they think only about this 
life here on earth.  But we 
are citizens of heaven, 
where the Lord Jesus Christ 
lives.  And we are eagerly 
waiting for Him to return as 
our Savior.  He will take our 
weak mortal bodies and 
change them into glorious 
bodies like His own, using 
the same power with which 
He will bring everything un-
der His control.  (Philippians 
3:12-21 NLT) 

Since you have been raised 
to new life with Christ, set 
your sights on the realities of 
heaven, where Christ sits in 
the place of honor at God’s 
right hand.   Think about the 
things of heaven, not the 
things of earth.  For you died 
to this life, and your real life 
is hidden with Christ in God.  
And when Christ, who is 
your life, is revealed to the 
whole world, you will share 
in all His glory.  So put to 
death the sinful, earthly 
things lurking within you.  
Have nothing to do with sex-
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Him.  In this new life, it 
doesn’t matter if you are a 
Jew or a Gentile, circum-
cised or uncircumcised, bar-
baric, uncivilized, slave, or 
free.  Christ is all that mat-
ters, and He lives in all of us.  
Since God chose you to be 
the holy people He loves, 
you must clothe yourselves 
with tenderhearted mercy, 
kindness, humility, gentle-
ness, and patience.  Make 
allowance for each other’s 
faults, and forgive anyone 
who offends you.  Remem-
ber, the Lord forgave you, so 
you must forgive others.  
Above all, clothe yourselves 
with love, which binds us all 

ual immorality, impurity, 
lust, and evil desires.  Don’t 
be greedy, for a greedy per-
son is an idolater, worship-
ing the things of this world.  
Because of these sins, the 
anger of God is coming.  You 
used to do these things 
when your life was still part 
of this world.  But now is the 
time to get rid of anger, 
rage, malicious behavior, 
slander, and dirty language.  
Don’t lie to each other, for 
you have stripped off your 
old sinful nature and all its 
wicked deeds.  Put on your 
new nature, and be renewed 
as you learn to know your 
Creator and become like 

together in perfect har-
mony.  And let the peace 
that comes from Christ rule 
in your hearts.  For as mem-
bers of one body you are 
called to live in peace.  And 
always be thankful.  Let the 
message about Christ, in all 
its richness, fill your lives.  
Teach and counsel each 
other with all the wisdom 
He gives.  Sing psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs to 
God with thankful hearts.  
And whatever you do or say, 
do it as a representative of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 
through Him to God the Fa-
ther.  (Colossians 3:1-17 
NLT) 
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Study Questions 

1. What kind of life can I have as a 
born-again Christian? 

For every child of God de-
feats this evil world, and we 
achieve this victory through 
our faith.   (1 John 5:4 NLT) 

2. What is the Bible’s definition of 
faith? 

Faith is the confidence that 
what we hope for will actu-
ally happen; it gives us assur-
ance about things we cannot 
see.  Through their faith, the 
people in days of old earned 
a good reputation.  By faith 
we understand that the en-
tire universe was formed at 
God's command, that what 
we now see did not come 
from anything that can be 
seen.  It was by faith that 
Abel brought a more accept-
able offering to God than 
Cain did.  Abel’s offering 
gave evidence that he was a 
righteous man, and God 
showed His approval of his 
gifts.  Although Abel is long 
dead, he still speaks to us by 
his example of faith.  It was 
by faith that Enoch was 
taken up to heaven without 
dying—“he disappeared, be-

cause God took him.”  For 
before he was taken up, he 
was known as a person who 
pleased God.  And it is im-
possible to please God with-
out faith.  Anyone who 
wants to come to Him must 
believe that God exists and 
that He rewards those who 
sincerely seek Him.  It was 
by faith that Noah built a 
large boat to save his family 
from the flood.  He obeyed 
God, who warned him about 
things that had never hap-
pened before.  By his faith 
Noah condemned the rest of 
the world, and he received 
the righteousness that 
comes by faith.  It was by 
faith that Abraham obeyed 
when God called him to 
leave home and go to an-
other land that God would 
give him as his inheritance.  
He went without knowing 
where he was going.  And 
even when he reached the 
land God promised him, he 
lived there by faith—for he 
was like a foreigner, living in 
tents.  And so did Isaac and 
Jacob, who inherited the 
same promise.  Abraham 
was confidently looking for-

ward to a city with eternal 
foundations, a city designed 
and built by God.  It was by 
faith that even Sarah was 
able to have a child, though 
she was barren and was too 
old.  She believed that God 
would keep His promise.  
And so a whole nation came 
from this one man who was 
as good as dead—a nation 
with so many people that, 
like the stars in the sky and 
the sand on the seashore, 
there is no way to count 
them.  All these people died 
still believing what God had 
promised them.  They did 
not receive what was prom-
ised, but they saw it all from 
a distance and welcomed it.  
They agreed that they were 
foreigners and nomads here 
on earth.  (Hebrews 11:1-13 
NLT) 

3. How can I grow in my faith? 

So faith comes from hearing, 
that is, hearing the Good 
N e w s  a b o u t  C h r i s t .  
(Romans 10:17 NLT) 

4. What two facts must I believe for 
my faith to be pleasing to God? 

And it is impossible to 
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please God without faith.  
Anyone who wants to come 
to Him must believe that 
God exists and that He re-
wards those who sincerely 
seek Him.  (Hebrews 11:6 
NLT) 

5. What do the following verses tell 
you in regards to living a victori-
ous Christian life? 

Then He said to the crowd, 
“If any of you wants to be 
My follower, you must turn 
from your selfish ways, take 
up your cross daily, and fol-
low Me.  (Luke 9:23 NLT) 

Those who say they live in 
God should live their lives as 
Jesus did.  (1 John 2:6 NLT) 

Do not love this world nor 
the things it offers you, for 
when you love the world, 
you do not have the love of 
the Father in you.  For the 
world offers only a craving 
for physical pleasure, a crav-
ing for everything we see, 
and pride in our achieve-
ments and possessions.  
These are not from the Fa-
ther, but are from this 
world.  And this world is fad-
ing away, along with every-
thing that people crave.  But 
anyone who does what 
pleases God will live forever.  
(1 John 2:15-17 NLT) 

6. How often should we pray? 

Don’t worry about anything; 
instead, pray about every-

thing.  Tell God what you 
need, and thank Him for all 
He has done.  Then you will 
experience God’s peace, 
which exceeds anything we 
can understand.  His peace 
will guard your hearts and 
minds as you live in Christ 
Jesus.  (Philippians 4:6-7 
NLT) 

7. Prayer is like oxygen, it will keep 
us from fainting spiritually.  What 
is the lesson Jesus is trying to 
teach us from Luke 18:1-8? 

One day Jesus told His disci-
ples a story to show that 
they should always pray and 
never give up.  “There was a 
judge in a certain city,” He 
said, “who neither feared 
God nor cared about people.  
A widow of that city came to 
him repeatedly, saying, ‘Give 
me justice in this dispute 
with my enemy.’  The judge 
ignored her for a while, but 
finally he said to himself, ‘I 
don’t fear God or care about 
people, but this woman is 
driving me crazy.  I’m going 
to see that she gets justice, 
because she is wearing me 
out with her constant re-
quests!’”  Then the Lord 
said, “Learn a lesson from 
this unjust judge.  Even he 
rendered a just decision in 
the end.  So don’t you think 
God will surely give justice 
to His chosen people who 
cry out to Him day and 

night?  Will He keep putting 
them off?  I tell you, He will 
grant justice to them 
quickly!  But when the Son 
of Man returns, how many 
will He find on the earth 
who have faith?”  (Luke 18:1-
8 NLT) 

8. What else can I do to pray effec-
tively? 

But when you are praying, 
first forgive anyone you are 
holding a grudge against, so 
that your Father in heaven 
will forgive your sins, too.  
(Mark 11:25 NLT) 

9. Will my prayers be answered 
immediately? 

So do not throw away this 
confident trust in the Lord.  
Remember the great reward 
it brings you!  Patient endur-
ance is what you need now, 
so that you will continue to 
do God’s will.  Then you will 
receive all that He has 
promised.  (Hebrews 10:35-
36 NLT) 

10. What are some things I should 
pray for? 

Give us today the food we 
need, and forgive us our sins, 
as we have forgiven those 
who sin against us.  And 
don’t let us yield to tempta-
tion, but rescue us from the 
evil one.  [For Yours is the 
kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever. Amen.]  
(Matthew 6:11-13 NLT) 
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Meditate on (think about) the follow-
ing verses: 

Keep watch and pray, so 
that you will not give in to 
temptation.  For the spirit is 
willing, but the body is weak!  
(Matthew 26:41 NLT) 

And we will receive from 
Him whatever we ask be-
cause we obey Him and do 
the things that please Him.  
(1 John 3:22 NLT) 

Keep on asking, and you will 
receive what you ask for.  
Keep on seeking, and you 
will find.  Keep on knocking, 
and the door will be opened 
to you.  (Matthew 7:7 NLT) 

And we are confident that 
He hears us whenever we 
ask for anything that pleases 
Him.  And since we know He 
hears us when we make our 
requests, we also know that 

He will give us what we ask 
for.  (1 John 5:14-15 NLT) 

Memorize the following verse: 

Confess your sins to each 
other and pray for each 
other so that you may be 
healed.  The earnest prayer 
of a righteous person has 
great power and produces 
wonderful results.  (James 
5:16 NLT) 

 



gin in the will of man, 
but men spoke from 
God as they were car-
ried along by the Holy 
Spirit.  (2 Peter 1:20-
21 NIV) 

One of our core beliefs is: 

We believe that the Old and 
New Testaments as originally 
written are the verbally in-
spired Word of God, and ac-
cept them as the supreme and 
all-sufficient authority in faith 
and life. 

Therefore, there is much to 
be enjoyed as you begin to 
search the Scriptures daily. 

The Bible (a word that comes 
from the Koine Greek, ta bib-
lia, which means “the books” 
refers to the collection of 
books we refer to as the Holy 
Bible.  The Bible was originally 
written in various ancient lan-
guages, like Hebrew, Aramaic, 
and Greek, by men who were 
inspired by God. 

All Scripture is in-
spired by God and 
profitable for teach-
ing, for reproof, for 
correction, for train-
ing in righteousness; 
so that the man of 
God may be ade-

quate, equipped for 
every good work.  (2 
T imothy 3 :16-17 
NASB) 

A more literal rendering of 
the actual Greek would be 
“God-breathed.”  So there is 
more here that mere pen and 
ink written by the hand of men.  
The Apostle Peter affirms this 
when he said: 

Above all, you must 
understand that no 
prophecy of Scripture 
came about by the 
prophet's own inter-
pretation.  For proph-
ecy never had its ori-

Introduction 

Knowing the Word Lesson Three 

Learning the Basics 
Special points of inter-
est: 

 Introduction 

 Bible Study Lesson 

 Study Questions 

 Meditation and Memorization 

PO Box 1207 
Englewood, CO 80150-1207 

Phone:     (303) 761-1959 
Toll Free: (800) 798-7875 
Fax:         (303) 761-4577 
E-mail: ADMIN@CMFHQ.ORG 

faithful to the LORD 
your God are still 
alive today—every 
one of you.  Look, I 
now teach you these 
decrees and regula-
tions just as the 
LORD my God com-
manded me, so that 
you may obey them in 
the land you are 
about to enter and 
occupy.  Obey them 
completely, and you 
will display your wis-
dom and intelligence 
among the surround-
ing nations. When 
they hear all these 
decrees, they will ex-
claim, ‘How wise and 
prudent are the peo-
ple of this great na-
tion!’  For what great 
nation has a god as 
near to them as the 
LORD our God is near 

As You Begin 

Start your time in the Word 
with prayer!  Ask God to give 
you His wisdom as you study 
through this lesson. 

If you need wisdom, 
ask our generous God, 
and He will give it to 
you.  He will not re-
buke you for asking.  
(James 1:5 NLT) 

Remember, it is the Holy 
Spirit that will “guide you into 
all truth.” 

When the Spirit of 
truth comes, He will 
guide you into all 
truth.  He will not 
speak on His own but 
will tell you what He 
has heard.  He will tell 
you about the future. 
(John 16:13 NLT) 

The New Happening 

As you begin your study, read 

the following passages: 

And now, Israel, listen 
carefully to these de-
crees and regulations 
that I am about to 
teach you.  Obey 
them so that you may 
live, so you may enter 
and occupy the land 
that the LORD, the 
God of your ances-
tors, is giving you.  Do 
not add to or subtract 
from these commands 
I am giving you.  Just 
obey the commands 
of the LORD your 
God that I am giving 
you.  You saw for 
yourself what the 
LORD did to you at 
Baal-peor.  There the 
LORD your God de-
stroyed everyone who 
had worshiped Baal, 
the god of Peor.  But 
all of you who were 
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to us whenever we call on 
Him?  And what great nation 
has decrees and regulations 
as righteous and fair as this 
body of instructions that I 
am giving you today?  But 
watch out!  Be careful never 
to forget what you yourself 
have seen.  Do not let these 
memories escape from your 
mind as long as you live!  
And be sure to pass them on 
to your children and grand-
children.  (Deuteronomy 4:1
-9 NLT) 

Listen, O Israel!  The LORD 
is our God, the LORD alone.  
And you must love the 
LORD your God with all 
your heart, all your soul, and 
all your strength.  And you 
must commit yourselves 
wholeheartedly to these 
commands that I am giving 
you today.  Repeat them 
again and again to your chil-
dren.  Talk about them 
when you are at home and 
when you are on the road, 
when you are going to bed 
and when you are getting 
up.  Tie them to your hands 
and wear them on your fore-
head as reminders.  Write 
them on the doorposts of 
your house and on your 
gates.  (Deuteronomy 6:4-9 
NLT) 

The instructions of the 
LORD are perfect, reviving 
the soul.  The decrees of the 
LORD are trustworthy, 

making wise the simple.  
The commandments of the 
LORD are right, bringing joy 
to the heart.  The com-
mands of the LORD are 
clear, giving insight for liv-
ing. Reverence for the 
LORD is pure, lasting for-
ever.  The laws of the LORD 
are true; each one is fair.  
They are more desirable 
than gold, even the finest 
gold.  They are sweeter than 
honey, even honey dripping 
from the comb.  They are a 
warning to Your servant, a 
great reward for those who 
obey them.  How can I know 
all the sins lurking in my 
heart?  Cleanse me from 
these hidden faults.  Keep 
Your servant from deliber-
ate sins!  Don’t let them con-
trol me.  Then I will be free 
of guilt and innocent of great 
sin.  May the words of my 
mouth and the meditation of 
my heart be pleasing to You, 
O LORD, my rock and my 
redeemer.  (Psalms 19:7-14 
NLT) 

I have hidden Your word in 
my heart, that I might not 
sin against You.  (Psalms 
119:11 NLT) 

But you, Timothy, certainly 
know what I teach, and how 
I live, and what my purpose 
in life is.  You know my faith, 
my patience, my love, and 
my endurance.  You know 
how much persecution and 

suffering I have endured. 
You know all about how I 
was persecuted in Antioch, 
Iconium, and Lystra—but 
the Lord rescued me from 
all of it.  Yes, and everyone 
who wants to live a godly life 
in Christ Jesus will suffer 
persecution.  But evil people 
and impostors will flourish.  
They will deceive others and 
will themselves be deceived.  
But you must remain faithful 
to the things you have been 
taught.  You know they are 
true, for you know you can 
trust those who taught you.  
You have been taught the 
holy Scriptures from child-
hood, and they have given 
you the wisdom to receive 
the salvation that comes by 
trusting in Christ Jesus.  All 
Scripture is inspired by God 
and is useful to teach us 
what is true and to make us 
realize what is wrong in our 
lives.  It corrects us when we 
are wrong and teaches us to 
do what is right. God uses it 
to prepare and equip His 
people to do every good 
work.  (2 Timothy 3:10-17 
NLT) 

For the word of God is alive 
and powerful. It is sharper 
than the sharpest two-edged 
sword, cutting between soul 
and spirit, between joint and 
marrow.  It exposes our in-
nermost thoughts and de-
sires.  (Hebrews 4:12 NLT) 
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prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah to 
do? 

Now go and write down 
these words. Write them in 
a book. They will stand until 
the end of time as a wit-
ness… (Isaiah 30:8 NLT) 

This is what the LORD, the 
God of Israel, says:  Write 
down for the record every-
thing I have said to you, 

1. How has God transmitted His written 
Word to man? 

All Scripture is inspired by 
God and is useful to teach us 
what is true and to make us 
realize what is wrong in our 
lives.  It corrects us when we 
are wrong and teaches us to 
do what is right.  (2 Timothy 
3:16 NLT) 

2. What did the Lord tell the 

Jeremiah.  (Jeremiah 30:2 
NLT) 

3. Who is the Bible written about? 

Jesus said: 

You search the Scriptures 
because you think they give 
you eternal life.  But the 
Scriptures point to Me!  
(John 5:39 NLT) 

Then Jesus said to them, 

Study Questions 



“You foolish people!  You 
find it so hard to believe all 
that the prophets wrote in 
the Scriptures.  Wasn’t it 
clearly predicted that the 
Messiah would have to suffer 
all these things before enter-
ing His glory?”  Then Jesus 
took them through the writ-
ings of Moses and all the 
prophets, explaining from all 
the Scriptures the things 
concerning Himself.  (Luke 
24:25-27 NLT) 

4. What did Jesus say about His 
Word? 

The Spirit alone gives eter-
nal life.  Human effort ac-
complishes nothing. And the 
very words I have spoken to 
you are spirit and life.  (John 
6:63 NLT) 

5. Why do I need to know the 
Word of God? 

Like newborn babies, you 
must crave pure spiritual 
milk so that you will grow 
into a full experience of sal-
vation.  (1 Peter 2:2 NLT) 

6. Who is sent by God to teach me 
the truth? 

But when the Father sends 
the Advocate as My repre-
sentative—that is, the Holy 

Spirit—He will teach you 
everything and will remind 
you of everything I have told 
you.  (John 14:26 NLT) 

7. What should I do once I have 
read the Word? 

But don’t just listen to God's 
word.  You must do what it 
says.  Otherwise, you are 
only fooling yourselves.  
(James 1:22 NLT) 

Jesus replied, “But even 
more blessed are all who 
hear the word of God and 
put it into practice.”  (Luke 
11:28 NLT) 

8. How are we to approach our 
study of God’s Word? 

My child, listen to what I say, 
and treasure my commands.  
Tune your ears to wisdom, 
and concentrate on under-
standing.  Cry out for in-
sight, and ask for under-
standing.  Search for them 
as you would for silver; seek 
them like hidden treasures.  
Then you will understand 
what it means to fear the 
LORD, and you will gain 
knowledge of God.  Proverbs 
2:1-5 NLT) 

9. What are some things that will  
happen if I obey His Word? 

Jesus said to the people who 
believed in Him, “You are 
truly My disciples if you re-
main faithful to My teach-
ings.  And you will know the 
truth, and the truth will set 
you free.”  (John 8:31-32 
NLT) 

I have hidden Your word in 
my heart, that I might not 
sin against You.  (Psalms 
119:11 NLT) 

"And now I entrust you to 
God and the message of His 
grace that is able to build 
you up and give you an in-
heritance with all those He 
has set apart for Himself.  
(Acts 20:32 NLT) 

10.  What reason did the Apostle give 
for writing the Gospel of John? 

The disciples saw Jesus do 
many other miraculous signs 
in addition to the ones re-
corded in this book. But 
these are written so that you 
may continue to believe that 
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son 
of God, and that by believing 
in Him you will have life by 
the power of His name.  
(John 20:30-31 NLT) 
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Meditate on (think about) the follow-
ing verses: 

Heaven and earth will disap-
pear, but My words will 
never disappear.  (Matthew 
24:35 NLT) 

Open my eyes to see the 
wonderful truths in Your 
instructions.  (Psalms 119:18 
NLT) 

All Scripture is inspired by 
God and is useful to teach us 
what is true and to make us 
realize what is wrong in our 
lives.  It corrects us when we 
are wrong and teaches us to 
do what is right.  (2 Timothy 

3:16 NLT) 

Heaven and earth will disap-
pear, but My words will 
never disappear.  (Luke 
21:33 NLT) 

Work hard so you can pre-
sent yourself to God and re-
ceive His approval. Be a 
good worker, one who does 
not need to be ashamed and 
who correctly explains the 
word of truth.  (2 Timothy 
2:15 NLT) 

But Jesus told Him, “No! 
The Scriptures say, ‘People 
do not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that 

comes from the mouth of 
God.’” (Matthew 4:4 NLT) 

Like newborn babies, you 
must crave pure spiritual 
milk so that you will grow 
into a full experience of sal-
vation. Cry out for this nour-
ishment, (1 Peter 2:2 NLT) 

And you will know the truth, 
and the truth will set you 
free." (John 8:32 NLT) 

Memorize the following verse: 

So faith comes from hearing, 
that is, hearing the Good 
N e w s  a b o u t  C h r i s t .  
(Romans 10:17 NLT) 



G2150 ευ σέβεια:  1) 
reverence, respect 2) 
piety towards God, 
godliness 

Therefore one could say train 
yourself  toward godliness.  
Thus implying both training and 
direction. 

Every believer – every Chris-
tian – has the obligation to be-
come a disciple, constantly 
learning about the ways of the 
Lord and continually putting 
into practice those things 
which he has learned. 

 

When are we disciples?  The 
word “disciple” comes from 
the same root as the word 
“discipline,” which has as one 
of its meanings “training that 
develops self-control and char-
acter.”  What, then, is Chris-
tian discipleship?  Perhaps the 
best definition is this:  Self-
training on the part of a be-
liever in the Lord Jesus; a train-
ing that develops self-control, 
love and Christian character. 

Have nothing to do 
with godless myths 
and old wives' tales; 
rather, train yourself 
to be godly.  

(1 Timothy 4:7 NIV) 

In the last phrase of the verse 
above the Greek is rendered: 

 γύμναζε δὲ σεαυτὸν πρὸς 
εὐσέβειαν 

gumnaze  de  seauton  pros  
eusebeian 

G-1128  γυμνάζω:  to ex-
ercise vigorously, in any 
way, either the body or the 
mind. (Thayer) 

G4314 πρός:  1) to 
the advantage of 2) 
at, near, by 3) to, 
towards, with, with 
regard to 
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new disciples to obey 
all the commands I 
have given you. And 
be sure of this: I am 
with you always, even 
to the end of the 
age.”  (Matthew 28:19
-20 NLT) 

For I have a great 
sense of obligation to 
people in both the 
civilized world and the 
rest of the world, to 
the educated and un-
educated alike. So I 
am eager to come to 
you in Rome, too, to 
preach the Good 
News. For I am not 
ashamed of this Good 
News about Christ. It 
is the power of God at 
work, saving everyone 
who believes—the Jew 
first and also the Gen-
tile. This Good News 
tells us how God 

As You Begin 

Start your time in the Word 
with prayer!  Ask God to give 
you His wisdom as you study 
through this lesson. 

If you need wisdom, 
ask our generous God, 
and He will give it to 
you.  He will not re-
buke you for asking.  
(James 1:5 NLT) 

Remember, it is the Holy 
Spirit that will “guide you into 
all truth.” 

When the Spirit of 
truth comes, He will 
guide you into all 
truth.  He will not 
speak on His own but 
will tell you what He 
has heard.  He will tell 
you about the future. 
(John 16:13 NLT) 

1 Corinthians 2:13 tells us 
that godly wisdom is 

learned through the words of 
the Holy Spirit: the Bible.  
Through prayer we can assure 
ourselves of profitable study as 
the Holy Spirit gives us godly 
wisdom. 

When we tell you 
these things, we do 
not use words that 
come from human 
wisdom. Instead, we 
speak words given to 
us by the Spirit, using 
the Spirit's words to 
exp la in  sp i r i tua l 
truths.  (1 Corinthians 
2:13 NLT) 

Before beginning your study 
please read: 

“Therefore, go and 
make disciples of all 
the nations, baptizing 
them in the name of 
the Father and the 
Son and the Holy 
Spirit. Teach these 
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makes us right in His sight. 
This is accomplished from 
start to finish by faith. As the 
Scriptures say, “It is through 
faith that a righteous person 
has life.”  (Romans 1:14-17 
NLT) 

Now these are the gifts 
Christ gave to the church: 
the apostles, the prophets, 
the evangelists, and the pas-
tors and teachers. Their re-
sponsibility is to equip God's 
people to do His work and 
build up the church, the 
body of Christ. This will con-
tinue until we all come to 
such unity in our faith and 
knowledge of God's Son that 
we will be mature in the 
Lord, measuring up to the 
full and complete standard 
of Christ. Then we will no 
longer be immature like 
children. We won't be 
tossed and blown about by 
every wind of new teaching. 
We will not be influenced 
when people try to trick us 
with lies so clever they 
sound like the truth. Instead, 
we will speak the truth in 
love, growing in every way 
more and more like Christ, 
who is the head of His body, 
the church. He makes the 
whole body fit together per-
fectly. As each part does its 
own special work, it helps 
the other parts grow, so that 
the whole body is healthy 
and growing and full of love. 
With the Lord's authority I 
say this: Live no longer as 
the Gentiles do, for they are 
hopelessly confused. Their 
minds are full of darkness; 
they wander far from the life 
God gives because they have 
closed their minds and hard-
ened their hearts against 
Him. They have no sense of 
shame. They live for lustful 
pleasure and eagerly prac-
tice every kind of impurity. 
But that isn't what you 
learned about Christ. Since 
you have heard about Jesus 

and have learned the truth 
that comes from Him, throw 
off your old sinful nature and 
your former way of life, 
which is corrupted by lust 
and deception. Instead, let 
the Spirit renew your 
thoughts and attitudes. Put 
on your new nature, created 
to be like God—truly right-
eous and holy. So stop tell-
ing lies. Let us tell our 
neighbors the truth, for we 
are all parts of the same 
body. And "don't sin by let-
ting anger control you." 
Don't let the sun go down 
while you are still angry, for 
anger gives a foothold to the 
devil. If you are a thief, quit 
stealing. Instead, use your 
hands for good hard work, 
and then give generously to 
others in need. Don't use 
foul or abusive language. Let 
everything you say be good 
and helpful, so that your 
words will be an encourage-
ment to those who hear 
them. And do not bring sor-
row to God's Holy Spirit by 
the way you live. Remem-
ber, He has identified you as 
His own, guaranteeing that 
you will be saved on the day 
of redemption. Get rid of all 
bitterness, rage, anger, 
harsh words, and slander, as 
well as all types of evil be-
havior. Instead, be kind to 
each other, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, just as 
God through Christ has for-
given you.  (Ephesians 4:11-
32 NLT) 

Some Greeks who had 
come to Jerusalem for the 
Passover celebration  paid a 
visit to Philip, who was from 
Bethsaida in Galilee. They 
said, “Sir, we want to meet 
Jesus.” Philip told Andrew 
about it, and they went to-
gether to ask Jesus. Jesus 
replied, “Now the time has 
come for the Son of Man to 
enter into His glory. I tell 
you the truth, unless a ker-

nel of wheat is planted in the 
soil and dies, it remains 
alone.  But its death will pro-
duce many new kernels—a 
plentiful harvest of new lives. 
Those who love their life in 
this world will lose it.  Those 
who care nothing for their 
life in this world will keep it 
for eternity. Anyone who 
wants to be My disciple must 
follow Me, because My ser-
vants must be where I am. 
And the Father will honor 
anyone who serves Me.  
Now My soul is deeply trou-
bled. Should I pray, ‘Father, 
save Me from this hour’?  
But this is the very reason I 
came! Father, bring glory to 
Your name.”  Then a voice 
spoke from heaven, saying, 
“I have already brought 
glory to My name, and I will 
do so again.” When the 
crowd heard the voice, some 
thought it was thunder, 
while others declared an an-
gel had spoken to Him.  
Then Jesus told them, “The 
voice was for your benefit, 
not Mine.  The time for judg-
ing this world has come, 
when Satan, the ruler of this 
world, will be cast out.  And 
when I am lifted up from the 
earth, I will draw everyone 
to Myself.” He said this to 
indicate how He was going 
to die. The crowd re-
sponded, “We understood 
from Scripture that the Mes-
siah would live forever.  How 
can You say the Son of Man 
will die?  Just who is this Son 
of Man, anyway?”  Jesus re-
plied, “My light will shine for 
you just a little longer.  Walk 
in the light while you can, so 
the darkness will not over-
take you.  Those who walk in 
the darkness cannot see 
where they are going.  Put 
your trust in the light while 
there is still time; then you 
will become children of the 
light.” After saying these 
things, Jesus went away and 
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1. What did Christian discipleship 
mean to Paul? (Romans 1: 14-16) 

2. What are some evidences of be-
ing a disciple of Jesus Christ? 

Then Jesus said to His disci-
ples, “If any of you wants to 
be My follower, you must 
turn from your selfish ways, 
take up your cross, and fol-
low Me.” (Matthew 16:24 
NLT) 

"If you want to be My disci-
ple, you must hate everyone 
else by comparison—your 
father and mother, wife and 
children, brothers and sis-
ters—yes, even your own 
life. Otherwise, you cannot 
be My disciple.  (Luke 14:26 
NLT) 

So you cannot become My 
disciple without giving up 
everything you own.  (Luke 
14:33 NLT) 

Jesus said to the people 
who believed in Him, “You 
are truly My disciples if you 
remain faithful to My teach-
ings.”  (John 8:31 NLT) 

When you produce much 
fruit, you are My true disci-
ples. This brings great glory 

to My Father.  (John 15:8 
NLT) 

3. How should you treat your ene-
mies? 

Love your enemies! Do 
good to them. Lend to them 
without expecting to be re-
paid. Then your reward 
from heaven will be very 
great, and you will truly be 
acting as children of the 
Most High, for He is kind to 
those who are unthankful 
and wicked.  (Luke 6:35 
NLT) 

4. What is the secret of Christian 
kindness and forgiveness? (See 
Ephesians 4:32 above) 

5. As Christians, what has God 
promised us in regards to our 
spiritual growth? 

asking God, the glorious 
Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, to give you spiritual 
wisdom and insight so that 
you might grow in your 
k n o w l e d g e  o f  G o d . 
(Ephesians 1:17 NLT) 

6. Can you be a “secret” disciple of 
Jesus?  Is that what God desires 
of you?  (See John 12:42 above) 
AND 

Afterward Joseph of Ari-
mathea, who had been a se-
cret disciple of Jesus 
(because he feared the Jew-
ish leaders), asked Pilate for 
permission to take down 
Jesus' body. When Pilate 
gave permission, Joseph 
came and took the body 
away.  (John 19:38 NLT) 

7. What things should we watch out 
for and stay away from? 

Let there be no sexual im-
morality, impurity, or greed 
among you. Such sins have 
no place among God's peo-
ple.  (Ephesians 5:3 NLT) 

Obscene stories, foolish 
talk, and coarse jokes—these 
are not for you. Instead, let 
there be thankfulness to 
God.  (Ephesians 5:4 NLT) 

You can be sure that no 
immoral, impure, or greedy 
person will inherit the King-
dom of Christ and of God. 
For a greedy person is an 
idolater, worshiping the 
things of this world.  
(Ephesians 5:5 NLT) 

8. What level of maturity does God 
want from us in our spiritual 
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was hidden from them.  But 
despite all the miraculous 
signs Jesus had done, most of 
the people still did not be-
lieve in Him.  This is exactly 
what Isaiah the prophet had 
predicted: “LORD, who has 
believed our message? To 
whom has the LORD re-
vealed His powerful arm?”   
But the people couldn’t be-
lieve, for as Isaiah also said, 
“The Lord has blinded their 
eyes and hardened their 
hearts—so that their eyes 
cannot see, and their hearts 
cannot understand, and they 
cannot turn to Me and have 
Me heal them.”  Isaiah was 
referring to Jesus when he 

said this, because he saw the 
future and spoke of the Mes-
siah's glory.  Many people 
did believe in Him, however, 
including some of the Jewish 
leaders.  But they wouldn’t 
admit it for fear that the 
Pharisees would expel them 
from the synagogue.  For 
they loved human praise 
more than the praise of 
God.  Jesus shouted to the 
crowds, “If you trust Me, 
you are trusting not only Me, 
but also God who sent Me.  
For when you see Me, you 
are seeing the One who sent 
Me.  I have come as a light 
to shine in this dark world, 
so that all who put their 

trust in Me will no longer 
remain in the dark.  I will 
not judge those who hear 
Me but don't obey Me, for I 
have come to save the world 
and not to judge it.  But all 
who reject Me and My mes-
sage will be judged on the 
day of judgment by the truth 
I have spoken.  I don’t speak 
on My own authority.  The 
Father who sent Me has 
commanded Me what to say 
and how to say it.  And I 
know His commands lead to 
eternal life; so I say what-
ever the Father tells Me to 
say.”   (John 12:20-50 NLT) 
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milk is still an infant and 
doesn't know how to do 
what is right. Solid food is 
for those who are mature, 
who through training have 
the skill to recognize the 
difference between right and 
wrong.  (Hebrews 5:12-14 
NLT) 

10. How important of a priority is 
knowing Jesus and being His dis-
ciples? 

I once thought these things 
were valuable, but now I 
consider them worthless 
because of what Christ has 
done. Yes, everything else is 
worthless when compared 
with the infinite value of 
knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord. For His sake I have 

lives? 

Dear brothers and sisters, 
don't be childish in your un-
derstanding of these things. 
Be innocent as babies when 
it comes to evil, but be ma-
ture in understanding mat-
ters of this kind.  (1 Corin-
thians 14:20 NLT) 

9. How can we grow in maturity? 
What are some causes for not 
maturing? 

You have been believers so 
long now that you ought to 
be teaching others. Instead, 
you need someone to teach 
you again the basic things 
about God's word. You are 
like babies who need milk 
and cannot eat solid food. 
For someone who lives on 

discarded everything else, 
counting it all as garbage, so 
that I could gain Christ and 
become one with Him. I no 
longer count on my own 
righteousness through obey-
ing the law; rather, I become 
righteous through faith in 
Christ. For God's way of 
making us right with Himself 
depends on faith. I want to 
know Christ and experience 
the mighty power that 
raised Him from the dead. I 
want to suffer with Him, 
sharing in His death, so that 
one way or another I will 
experience the resurrection 
from the dead! (Philippians 
3:7-11 NLT) 
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To Win...To Disciple...To Equip...To Win 

Meditation and Memorization 

Meditate on (think about) the follow-
ing verses: 

Oh, that we might know 
the LORD! Let us press on 
to know Him. He will re-
spond to us as surely as the 
arrival of dawn or the com-
ing of rains in early spring. 
(Hosea 6:3 NLT) 

Jesus spoke to the people 
once more and said, “I am 
the light of the world.  If you 
follow Me, you won't have to 
walk in darkness, because 
you will have the light that 
leads to life.” (John 8:12 
NLT) 

Anyone who wants to be 
My disciple must follow Me, 
because My servants must 
be where I am. And the Fa-
ther will honor anyone who 
serves Me. (John 12:26 NLT) 

For God called you to do 
good, even if it means suffer-
ing, just as Christ suffered 
for you. He is your example, 
and you must follow in His 
steps.  (1 Peter 2:21 NLT) 

 

Memorize the following verse: 

Then Jesus said to His disci-
ples, “If any of you wants to 
be My follower, you must 
turn from your selfish ways, 
take up your cross, and fol-
low Me.” (Matthew 16:24 
NLT) 

Consider the following words from  
Dr. E. M. Bounds from his book, The 
Necessity of Prayer” 

Here, let it be said, that no two 
things are more essential to a spirit-
filled life than Bible-reading and 
secret prayer; no two things more 
helpful to growth in grace; to get-
ting the largest joy out of a Chris-
tian life; toward establishing one in 
the ways of eternal peace. 
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serve.  As we shall see in the 
scriptures, witnessing involves 
more than just speaking of the 
Lord.  To be an ambassador for 
Christ requires a lifestyle com-
patible with our confession of 
faith. 

As Christians our motivation 
for service is based solely upon 
our love for God. 

We love him, be-
cause he first loved us.  
(1 John 4:19 KJV) 

Our witnessing for Jesus be-

gins in the world in which we 
live; in our immediate sur-
roundings. 

We must look around us and 
pray for God's direction and 
leading in sharing the gospel 
with our friends, loved ones, 
and those with whom we 
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seventy-two other 
disciples and sent 
them ahead in pairs to 
all the towns and 
places He planned to 
visit. These were His 
instructions to them: 
“The harvest is great, 
but the workers are 
few.  So pray to the 
Lord who is in charge 
of the harvest; ask 
Him to send more 
workers into His 
fields.  Now go, and 
remember that I am 
sending you out as 
lambs among wolves. 
Don't take any money 
with you, nor a trav-
eler's bag, nor an ex-
tra pair of sandals.  
And don’t stop to 
greet anyone on the 
road.  Whenever you 
enter someone’s 
home, first say, ‘May 
God’s peace be on this 
house.’  If those who 
live there are peace-
ful, the blessing will 
stand; if they are not, 
the blessing will re-
turn to you.  Don't 
move around from 
home to home.  Stay 
in one place, eating 
and drinking what 

As You Begin 

Start your time in the Word 
with prayer!  Ask God to give 
you His wisdom as you study 
through this lesson. 

If you need wisdom, 
ask our generous God, 
and He will give it to 
you.  He will not re-
buke you for asking.  
(James 1:5 NLT) 

Remember, it is the Holy 
Spirit that will “guide you into 
all truth.” 

When the Spirit of 
truth comes, He will 
guide you into all 
truth.  He will not 
speak on His own but 
will tell you what He 
has heard.  He will tell 
you about the future. 
(John 16:13 NLT) 

1 Corinthians 2:13 tells us 
that godly wisdom is 

learned through the words of 
the Holy Spirit: the Bible.  
Through prayer we can assure 
ourselves of profitable study as 
the Holy Spirit gives us godly 
wisdom. 

When we tell you 
these things, we do 
not use words that 
come from human 

wisdom. Instead, we 
speak words given to 
us by the Spirit, using 
the Spirit's words to 
exp la in  sp i r i tua l 
truths.  (1 Corinthians 
2:13 NLT) 

As we study the Word of 
God, we can be assured that 
we will be drawn closer to our 
Lord and prepared for things to 
come. 

You have been 
taught the holy Scrip-
tures from childhood, 
and they have given 
you the wisdom to 
receive the salvation 
that comes by trust-
ing in Christ Jesus. All 
Scripture is inspired 
by God and is useful 
to teach us what is 
true and to make us 
realize what is wrong 
in our lives. It corrects 
us when we are wrong 
and teaches us to do 
what is right. God 
uses it to prepare and 
equip His people to do 
every good work.  (2 
Timothy 3:15-17 NLT) 

Before beginning your study 
please read: 

The Lord now chose 
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they provide.  Don’t hesitate 
to accept hospitality, be-
cause those who work de-
serve their pay.  If you enter 
a town and it welcomes you, 
eat whatever is set before 
you.  Heal the sick, and tell 
them, ‘The Kingdom of God 
is near you now.’  But if a 
town refuses to welcome 
you, go out into its streets 
and say, ‘We wipe even the 
dust of your town from our 
feet to show that we have 
abandoned you to your fate.  
And know this—the King-
dom of God is near!’ I assure 
you, even wicked Sodom will 
be better off than such a 
t o w n  o n  j u d g m e n t 
day.”  (Luke 10:1-12 NLT) 

Meanwhile, Saul was utter-
ing threats with every 
breath and was eager to kill 
the Lord's followers.  So he 
went to the high priest. He 
requested letters addressed 
to the synagogues in Damas-
cus, asking for their coop-
eration in the arrest of any 
followers of the Way he 
found there.  He wanted to 
bring them—both men and 
women—back to Jerusalem 
in chains.  As he was ap-
proaching Damascus on this 
mission, a light from heaven 
suddenly shone down around 
him. He fell to the ground 
and heard a voice saying to 
him, “Saul! Saul!  Why are 
you persecuting Me?”  “Who 
are You, lord?” Saul asked. 
And the voice replied, “I am 
Jesus, the one you are perse-
cuting!  Now get up and go 
into the city, and you will be 
told what you must do.”  
The men with Saul stood 
speechless, for they heard 
the sound of someone’s 
voice but saw no one! Saul 
picked himself up off the 
ground, but when he opened 
his eyes he was blind.  So his 
companions led him by the 
hand to Damascus.  He re-
mained there blind for three 

days and did not eat or 
drink.  Now there was a be-
liever in Damascus named 
Ananias.  The Lord spoke to 
him in a vision, calling, 
“Ananias!” “Yes, Lord!” he 
replied.  The Lord said, “Go 
over to Straight Street, to 
the house of Judas. When 
you get there, ask for a man 
from Tarsus named Saul. He 
is praying to Me right now.  I 
have shown him a vision of a 
man named Ananias coming 
in and laying hands on him 
so he can see again.” “But 
Lord,” exclaimed Ananias, 
“I've heard many people talk 
about the terrible things this 
man has done to the believ-
ers in Jerusalem!  And he is 
authorized by the leading 
priests to arrest everyone 
who calls upon Your name.” 
But the Lord said, “Go, for 
Saul is My chosen instru-
ment to take My message to 
the Gentiles and to kings, as 
well as to the people of Is-
rael.  And I will show him 
how much he must suffer for 
My name's sake.” So 
Ananias went and found 
Saul.  He laid his hands on 
him and said, “Brother Saul, 
the Lord Jesus, who ap-
peared to you on the road, 
has sent me so that you 
might regain your sight and 
be filled with the Holy 
Spirit.”  Instantly something 
like scales fell from Saul’s 
eyes, and he regained his 
sight.  Then he got up and 
was baptized.  Afterward he 
ate some food and regained 
his strength. Saul stayed 
with the believers in Damas-
cus for a few days.  And im-
mediately he began preach-
ing about Jesus in the syna-
gogues, saying, “He is indeed 
the Son of God!”  All who 
heard him were amazed. 
“Isn’t this the same man 
who caused such devastation 
among Jesus’ followers in 
Jerusalem?” they asked. 

“And didn't he come here to 
arrest them and take them 
in chains to the leading 
priests?”  Saul’s preaching 
became more and more 
powerful, and the Jews in 
Damascus couldn't refute his 
proofs that Jesus was indeed 
the Messiah.  (Acts 9:1-22 
NLT) 

Dear brothers and sisters, 
the longing of my heart and 
my prayer to God is for the 
people of Israel to be saved. 
I know what enthusiasm 
they have for God, but it is 
misdirected zeal.  For they 
don't understand God’s way 
of making people right with 
Himself.  Refusing to accept 
God’s way, they cling to 
their own way of getting 
right with God by trying to 
keep the law.  For Christ has 
already accomplished the 
purpose for which the law 
was given.  As a result, all 
who believe in Him are 
made right with God.  For 
Moses writes that the law’s 
way of making a person right 
with God requires obedience 
to all of its commands.  But 
faith’s way of getting right 
with God says, “Don't say in 
your heart, ‘Who will go up 
to heaven?’ (to bring Christ 
down to earth).  And don’t 
say, ‘Who will go down to 
the place of the dead?’ (to 
bring Christ back to life 
again).”  In fact, it says, “The 
message is very close at 
hand; it is on your lips and in 
your heart.”  And that mes-
sage is the very message 
about faith that we preach: 
If you confess with your 
mouth that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that 
God raised Him from the 
dead, you will be saved. For 
it is by believing in your 
heart that you are made 
right with God, and it is by 
confessing with your mouth 
that you are saved.  As the 
Scriptures tell us, “Anyone 
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who trusts in Him will never 
be disgraced.”  Jew and Gen-
tile are the same in this re-
spect.  They have the same 
Lord, who gives generously 
to all who call on Him.  For 
“Everyone who calls on the 
name of the LORD will be 
saved.”  (Romans 10:1-13 
NLT) 

I really don't need to write 
to you about this ministry of 
giving for the believers in 
Jerusalem.  For I know how 
eager you are to help, and I 
have been boasting to the 
churches in Macedonia that 
you in Greece were ready to 
send an offering a year ago. 
In fact, it was your enthusi-
asm that stirred up many of 
the Macedonian believers to 
begin giving.  But I am send-
ing these brothers to be sure 
you really are ready, as I 
have been telling them, and 
that your money is all col-
lected.  I don't want to be 
wrong in my boasting about 
you.  We would be embar-
rassed—not to mention your 
own embarrassment—if 
some Macedonian believers 
came with me and found 
that you weren't ready after 
all I had told them!  So I 
thought I should send these 
brothers ahead of me to 
make sure the gift you 
promised is ready.  But I 
want it to be a willing gift, 
not one given grudgingly. 
Remember this—a farmer 
who plants only a few seeds 
will get a small crop.  But 
the one who plants gener-
ously will get a generous 
crop.  You must each decide 
in your heart how much to 
give.  And don't give reluc-
tantly or in response to pres-
sure. “For God loves a per-
son who gives cheerfully." 
And God will generously 
provide all you need.  Then 
you will always have every-
thing you need and plenty 

left over to share with oth-
ers.  As the Scriptures say, 
“They share freely and give 
generously to the poor. 
Their good deeds will be re-
membered forever.”  For 
God is the One who pro-
vides seed for the farmer 
and then bread to eat. In the 
same way, He will provide 
and increase your resources 
and then produce a great 
harvest of generosity in you. 
Yes, you will be enriched in 
every way so that you can 
always be generous.  And 
when we take your gifts to 
those who need them, they 
will thank God.  So two good 
things will result from this 
ministry of giving—the 
needs of the believers in Je-
rusalem will be met, and 
they will joyfully express 
their thanks to God.  As a 
result of your ministry, they 
will give glory to God.  For 
your generosity to them and 
to all believers will prove 
that you are obedient to the 
Good News of Christ.  And 
they will pray for you with 
deep affection because of 
the overflowing grace God 
has given to you.  Thank 
God for this gift too wonder-
ful for words!  (2 Corinthians 
9:1-15 NLT) 

Then He said, “When I was 
with you before, I told you 
that everything written 
about Me in the law of 
Moses and the prophets and 
in the Psalms must be ful-
filled.”  Then He opened 
their minds to understand 
the Scriptures.  And He said, 
“Yes, it was written long ago 
that the Messiah would suf-
fer and die and rise from the 
dead on the third day.  It 
was also written that this 
message would be pro-
claimed in the authority of 
His name to all the nations, 
beginning in Jerusalem: 
‘There is forgiveness of sins 

for all who repent.’  You are 
witnesses of all these things. 
And now I will send the Holy 
Spirit, just as My Father 
promised.  But stay here in 
the city until the Holy Spirit 
comes and fills you with 
power from heaven.”  Then 
Jesus led them to Bethany, 
and lifting His hands to 
heaven, He blessed them. 
While He was blessing them, 
He left them and was taken 
up to heaven.  So they wor-
shiped Him and then re-
turned to Jerusalem filled 
with great joy. And they 
spent all of their time in the 
Temple, praising God.  
(Luke 24:44-53 NLT) 

While Peter and John were 
speaking to the people, they 
were confronted by the 
priests, the captain of the 
Temple guard, and some of 
the Sadducees.  These lead-
ers were very disturbed that 
Peter and John were teach-
ing the people that through 
Jesus there is a resurrection 
of the dead.  They arrested 
them and, since it was al-
ready evening, put them in 
jail until morning.  But many 
of the people who heard 
their message believed it, so 
the number of believers now 
totaled about 5,000 men, 
not counting women and 
children.  The next day the 
council of all the rulers and 
elders and teachers of reli-
gious law met in Jerusalem. 
Annas the high priest was 
there, along with Caiaphas, 
John, Alexander, and other 
relatives of the high priest. 
They brought in the two dis-
ciples and demanded, “By 
what power, or in whose 
name, have you done this?” 
Then Peter, filled with the 
Holy Spirit, said to them, 
“Rulers and elders of our 
people, are we being ques-
tioned today because we’ve 
done a good deed for a crip-
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nally let them go because 
they didn't know how to 
punish them without start-
ing a riot.  For everyone was 
praising God for this miracu-
lous sign—the healing of a 
man who had been lame for 
more than forty years.  As 
soon as they were freed, Pe-
ter and John returned to the 
other believers and told 
them what the leading 
priests and elders had said. 
When they heard the re-
port, all the believers lifted 
their voices together in 
prayer to God: “O Sover-
eign Lord, Creator of heaven 
and earth, the sea, and eve-
rything in them—You spoke 
long ago by the Holy Spirit 
through our ancestor David, 
Your servant, saying, ‘Why 
were the nations so angry? 
Why did they waste their 
time with futile plans?  The 
kings of the earth prepared 
for battle; the rulers gath-
ered together against the 
LORD and against His Mes-
siah.’  In fact, this has hap-
pened here in this very city! 
For Herod Antipas, Pontius 
Pilate the governor, the 
Gentiles, and the people of 
Israel were all united against 
Jesus, Your holy servant, 
whom You anointed. But 
everything they did was de-
termined beforehand ac-
cording to Your will. And 
now, O Lord, hear their 
threats, and give us, Your 
servants, great boldness in 
preaching Your word. 
Stretch out Your hand with 
healing power; may miracu-
lous signs and wonders be 
done through the name of 
Your holy servant Jesus.” 
After this prayer, the meet-
ing place shook, and they 
were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit.  Then they preached 
the word of God with bold-
ness.  All the believers were 
united in heart and mind. 
And they felt that what they 

pled man?  Do you want to 
know how he was healed? 
Let me clearly state to all of 
you and to all the people of 
Israel that he was healed by 
the powerful name of Jesus 
Christ the Nazarene, the 
man you crucified but whom 
God raised from the dead. 
For Jesus is the one referred 
to in the Scriptures, where it 
says, ‘The stone that you 
builders rejected has now 
become the cornerstone.’ 
There is salvation in no one 
else!  God has given no other 
name under heaven by 
which we must be saved.” 
The members of the council 
were amazed when they saw 
the boldness of Peter and 
John, for they could see that 
they were ordinary men 
with no special training in 
the Scriptures.  They also 
recognized them as men 
who had been with Jesus. 
But since they could see the 
man who had been healed 
standing right there among 
them, there was nothing the 
council could say.  So they 
ordered Peter and John out 
of the council chamber and 
conferred among them-
selves.  “What should we do 
with these men?” they asked 
each other.  “We can't deny 
that they have performed a 
miraculous sign, and every-
body in Jerusalem knows 
about it.  But to keep them 
from spreading their propa-
ganda any further, we must 
warn them not to speak to 
anyone in Jesus’ name 
again.”  So they called the 
apostles back in and com-
manded them never again to 
speak or teach in the name 
of Jesus.  But Peter and John 
replied, “Do you think God 
wants us to obey you rather 
than Him?  We cannot stop 
telling about everything we 
have seen and heard.”  The 
council then threatened 
them further, but they fi-

owned was not their own, so 
they shared everything they 
had.  The apostles testified 
powerfully to the resurrec-
tion of the Lord Jesus, and 
God’s great blessing was 
upon them all.  There were 
no needy people among 
them, because those who 
owned land or houses would 
sell them and bring the 
money to the apostles to 
give to those in need.  For 
instance, there was Joseph, 
the one the apostles nick-
named Barnabas (which 
means “Son of Encourage-
ment”).  He was from the 
tribe of Levi and came from 
the island of Cyprus. He sold 
a field he owned and 
brought the money to the 
apostles.  (Acts 4:1-37 NLT) 
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1. What is a Christian witness? 

Then he told me, ‘'The 
God of our ancestors has 
chosen you to know His will 
and to see the Righteous 
One and hear Him speak. 
For you are to be His wit-
ness, telling everyone what 
y o u  h a v e  s e e n  a n d 
heard.’  (Acts 22:14-15 NLT) 

We proclaim to you what 
we ourselves have actually 
seen and heard so that you 
may have fellowship with us. 
And our fellowship is with 
the Father and with His Son, 
Jesus Christ.  (1 John 1:3 
NLT) 

2. What does Jesus say I will be for 
Him? 

“But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit 
comes upon you. And you 
will be My witnesses, telling 
people about Me every-
w h e r e — i n  J e r u s a l e m , 
throughout Judea,  in 
Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth.”  (Acts 1:8 NLT) 

3. What must a person do before 
he can turn from his sins and be 
saved? 

For “Everyone who calls on 
the name of the LORD will 
be saved.” (Romans 10:13 
NLT) 

4. What must he do before he can 
call on the Lord to be his Savior? 

But how can they call on 
Him to save them unless 
they believe in Him?  And 
how can they believe in Him 
if they have never heard 
about Him? And how can 
they hear about Him unless 
someone te l l s  them?  
(Romans 10:14 NLT) 

5. If I follow Jesus as He told me to, 
what has He promised to do? 

Jesus called out to them, 
“Come, follow Me, and I will 
show you how to fish for 
people!”  (Matthew 4:19 
NLT) 

6. If I tell them about Jesus, whom 
can I trust to convict them in 
their hearts? 

But in fact, it is best for you 
that I go away, because if I 
don't, the Advocate won't 
come.  If I do go away, then I 
will send Him to you.  And 
when He comes, He will 
convict the world of its sin, 
and of God’s righteousness, 
and of the coming judgment. 
The world's sin is that it re-
fuses to believe in Me. Right-
eousness is available because 
I go to the Father, and you 
will see Me no more. Judg-
ment will come because the 
ruler of this world has al-
ready been judged.  (John 
16:7-11 NLT) 

7. What is God's will for every per-
son? 

The Lord isn’t really being 
slow about His promise, as 
some people think.  No, He 
is being patient for your 
sake.  He does not want any-
one to be destroyed, but 
wants everyone to repent.  
(2 Peter 3:9 NLT) 

8. Will God use me to answer 
questions about Him to those 
who are seeking to know the 
truth? 

Instead, you must worship 
Christ as Lord of your life. 
And if someone asks about 
your Christian hope, always 
be ready to explain it.  (1 
Peter 3:15 NLT) 

9. What facts from the following 
verses could you point out while 
witnessing to an unsaved person? 

For everyone has sinned; 
we all fall short of God's glo-
rious standard.  (Romans 
3:23 NLT) 

But God showed His great 
love for us by sending Christ 
to die for us while we were 
still sinners. (Romans 5:8 
NLT) 

For the wages of sin is 
death, but the free gift of 

God is eternal life through 
Christ Jesus our Lord.  
(Romans 6:23 NLT) 

For “Everyone who calls on 
the name of the LORD will 
be saved.”  (Romans 10:13 
NLT) 

10. A witness shares what he has 
seen and heard.  What facts 
about his life did Paul give in his 
testimony? 

Life before: 

Then Paul said, “I am a 
Jew, born in Tarsus, a city in 
Cilicia, and I was brought up 
and educated here in Jerusa-
lem under Gamaliel.  As his 
student, I was carefully 
trained in our Jewish laws 
and customs.  I became very 
zealous to honor God in eve-
rything I did, just like all of 
you today. And I persecuted 
the followers of the Way, 
hounding some to death, 
arresting both men and 
women and throwing them 
in prison.  The high priest 
and the whole council of eld-
ers can testify that this is so. 
For I received letters from 
them to our Jewish brothers 
in Damascus, authorizing 
me to bring the Christians 
from there to Jerusalem, in 
chains, to be punished.” 
(Acts 22:3-5 NLT) 

Receiving Christ: 

As I was on the road, ap-
proaching Damascus about 
noon, a very bright light 
from heaven suddenly shone 
down around me.  I fell to 
the ground and heard a 
voice saying to me, “Saul, 
Saul, why are you persecut-
ing Me?” “Who are You, 
lord?” I asked.  And the 
voice replied, “I am Jesus 
the Nazarene, the One you 
are persecuting.”  The peo-
ple with me saw the light 
but didn’t understand the 
voice speaking to me.  I 
asked, “What should I do, 
Lord?”  And the Lord told 

Study Questions 



sight.”  And that very mo-
ment I could see him!  (Acts 
22:6-13 NLT) 

After he received Christ: 

Then he told me, “The 
God of our ancestors has 
chosen you to know His will 
and to see the Righteous 
One and hear Him speak. 
For you are to be His wit-
ness, telling everyone what 
you have seen and heard.” 
(Acts 22:14-15 NLT) 

me, “Get up and go into Da-
mascus, and there you will 
be told everything you are 
to do.”  I was blinded by the 
intense light and had to be 
led by the hand to Damascus 
by my companions.  A man 
named Ananias lived there. 
He was a godly man, deeply 
devoted to the law, and well 
regarded by all the Jews of 
Damascus.  He came and 
stood beside me and said, 
“Brother Saul, regain your 
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Meditate on (think about) the follow-
ing verses: 

When He saw the crowds, 
He had compassion on them 
because they were confused 
and helpless, like sheep with-
out a shepherd.  (Matthew 
9:36 NLT) 

You must teach these 
things and encourage the 
believers to do them. You 
have the authority to cor-
rect them when necessary, 
so don't let anyone disregard 
what you say.  (Titus 2:15 
NLT) 

But if I say I'll never men-
tion the LORD or speak in 
His name, His word burns in 
my heart like a fire. It's like 
a fire in my bones! I am 
worn out trying to hold it in! 
I can’t do it!  (Jeremiah 20:9 
NLT) 

Don’t let anyone think less 
of you because you are 
young. Be an example to all 
believers in what you say, in 
the way you live, in your 
love, your faith, and your 
purity.  (1 Timothy 4:12 
NLT) 

Memorize: 

You can be sure that who-
ever brings the sinner back 
will save that person from 
death and bring about the 
forgiveness of many sins. 

Meditation and Memorization 


